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Assembly returns with

lots of controversy

Slim majority, renewed calls for inquiry
as fall session kicks off on Tuesday

KEVIN DOUGHERTY
GAZETTE QUEREC BUREAU

quesec - Thefall silling of the
National Assembly, which
starts Tuesday. could be full
ol surprises,

With the resignation of
Nathalte Normandean, who
was deputy premier, Premier
Jean Charest’s Liberals only
have a three.vote majority.

If four Liberal MNAs are
abhsent and Charest loses a
crucial vote, an election could
he triggered

Ay well, the revival of
demands that Charest call a
public inquiry into allega-
tions of corruption in Que-
bee's construetion industry,
costing Quebec taxpayers bil
lions, has set the tone for rau-
conus assembly debates,

Calls for a construction
inguiry died down in the
spring sitting of the assem-
bly, but a leaked report by
Jacques Duchesneau, a for-
mer Monireal police chief,

has stoked the fervour anew,

Duchesneau found sys-
tematie eollusion to fix bids
on government construe-
tion contracts, deseribing “a
clandestine universe, well-
rooted, of unsuspected size,
harmful for our society in
terms of safely and the econ-
omy and for justice and dem-
otracy as well,”

Charest stonewalled on the
new clameur for an inquiry, a
move that will likely sap his
polling gains over the sum-
mer, when divisions in the
Parti Québécois and discon-
tent with the leadership of
Pauline Marois boosted Lib-
eral numbers,

There was speculation
Charest would use his bump
in popularity to call 4 snap
fall election, taking advan-
tage of the PQ’s decline and
the advent of a new party, not
yel ereated, under Frangois
Legault.

In that scenario, a split in
the opposition between a
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weakened Marois and the
inexperienced Legault would
benefit Charest's Liberals.

But the premier has said
flatly there will be no election
in 2011, although skeptics
recall he said before the 2008
election he had no intention
of calling avote then.

Meanwhile, Marois isusing
the threat of a fall clection to
appeal for party unity.

And Queébec solidaire has
called for an election over
Charest's refusal to call a
public inguiry,

At a news conference after
his Quebec Liberal caucus
met in a posh woodland
resort to prepare for the new
session, Charest did not even
mention Marois,

Instead, he seemed
ohsessed by Legault, a former
PQ minister, whose Coalition
pour 'avenir du Québec is
committed to not calling a
new referendum on Quebee
sovereignly. Legaull wants
to apply a program of radical
reforms in education, health
careandpublic finance.

"Mr. Legault is a separa-
tist,” Charest said, charging
he is hiding his option, and
grousing at his strategy of

entering the political arena
without forming a party first.

Legault is touring the prov-
ince seeking feedback on his
itdeas, and says he will decide
whethertoform aparty at the
endof histour in Decembey,

If there is an early election,
however, Legaultl intends to
accelerate the process, choos-
ing vandidates in all 125 Que-
bece ridings from CVs he has
been collecting.

Marois said she is not wor-
ried that Charest is 1gnoring
her “If he continues talking
aboui Mr. Legault, that's all
right by me,” Marois saidafter
ameeting with her caucus.

Meanwhile, PQ ranks
remain divided over Bill 204

the amphitheatre bill spon-
soredd by Agnes Maltais, the
only PQ MNA left in Quebhee
City, who seemed to be trying
to tap into populist sentiment
favouring the return of the
Nordigues to the capital

Montreal area members of
the PQ caucus halked when
Marois tried to force them to
vote for Bill 204, which would
block legal recourse against
an agreement - negotiated
without public tenders
between the city of Quebee




and Quebecor Media Inc.

Quebecor would have sole
management of the proposed
$400-million “multi-func-
tional amphitheatre” — in
reality a new hockey arena

for 25 years, with possible
extensions to 40 years,

Marois Jost five high-profile
MNAsover Bill 204,

Four of them - Lisette
Lapointe, Pierre Curzi, Lou-
ise Beaudoin and Jean-Mar-
tin Aussant - said Marois
lacks a commitment to mak-
ing Quebec a separate coun-
try, while the fifth — Benoit
Charette - said she is mov-
ing too quickly toward a new
sovereignty referendum Que-
becers do not want.

Charette is close to Legault,
and could be the first sitting
member of his new party,

There are now a record
nine independent MNAs,
including a former Liberal,
two Action democratigque
du Quebec defectors and six
ex-PQ MNAs,

And Aussant is talking
about forming a new pro-
sovereignty party.
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