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Speed up visa process
for Haitians, PQ MNA urges

BENOIT CHARETTE
Security concerns,
immigration
minister says

KEVIN DOUGHERTY
GAZETTE QUEBEC BUREAU

QUEBEC ~ Immigration Minis-
ter Yolande James insisted
yesterday that Quebec is
keeping its promise to make it
easier for 3,000 Haitians,
whose family members al-
ready live in the province, to
leave their earthquake-shat-
tered country.

“We are collaborating with
the federal government,”
James told the National As-
sembly, after Benoit Charette,

Parti Québécois MNA for
Deux-Montagnes, said the
Canadian embassy in Port-
au-Prince has only issued “a
few visas.”

James said the federal gov-
ernment has security con-
cerns. Charette replied that
children are being denied
visas, blocking reunification
with their parents.

“I do not think that chil-
dren, now on the streets, con-
stitute a threat to Canada and
even less 50, Quebec,”
Charette said.

Charette and Eline Occes-
site met reporters before
question period. Occessite
said she left Haiti in April
2009 and was granted
refugee status in Canada be-
cause her life was in danger
in Haiti.

She had to leave behind her
two children, including a 14-
year-old daughter. Since the

© Ce document 3 ét€ reproduit 3us termes d'unc licence accordée par COPIBEC.
La vente el la reproduction de ce dotument sont striciement interdites.

Jan. 12 earthquake, they have
been living in tent cities erect-
ed as shelter:

Qccessite said the danger to
her children is real because
one consequence of the earth-
quake is that convicts are
roaming freely

“My children are trauma-
tized,” she said.

In refusing her children
visas, the embassy informed
her in a letter, “they were not
convinced the children would
return to Haiti after their vis-
it,” she said.

Charette said James should
press Ottawa to speed up the
process, noting that the fami-
ly members intend to remain
in Guebec.

“There is a community net-
work ready to welcome these
people, * he said.
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